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If you are moving house to Australia, there is a lot more to consider than
choosing an international removals service. Our relocation guide provides
additional information on choosing schools, working abroad, sorting your
finances and more. Please note this information is believed to be accurate 
at the time of writing, but please check with our international removals
department prior to your moving date.

Visas

In order to move to Australia from the UK, you will need to
obtain a visa of which there are a number of different
options to choose from.

A skilled visa application is open to people aged under
forty-five, who have a good grasp of the English language
and skills or qualifications that are on Australia's skilled
occupation list (SOL) or on the Employer Nomination
Scheme Occupation List (ENSOL).

There are a number of types of visa in this category,
including Skilled Independent Migrant (subclass 175), Skilled
Sponsored Migrant (subclass 176), Skilled Regional
Sponsored (subclass 475) and Skilled Recognised Graduate
(subclass 476).

The above range from temporary to permanent and none
require sponsorship from an employer. However if an
applicant cannot meet the Skilled Independent pass mark,
they will require sponsorship from an eligible relative who
lives in Australia or nomination from a participating state or
Territory government.

Employer sponsored visas are another option to gain
residency in Australia. Of these there are again many
different variations; ranging from temporary to permanent.
The most common employer sponsored visa is the
Temporary Business Long Stay visa (subclass 457). One of
these allows the migrant to work legally in Australia for
between three months and four years.

If a permanent visa is granted, then the migrant and all
dependant family members are allowed to live and work in
Australia permanently and receive subsidised health care
and social security benefits.

All visa applications require the applicant to be of a certain
standard of health. In some cases applicants will be required
to undergo health tests and screening, for which, they are
responsible for the full cost - even if their application is
unsuccessful.

Finances

It will make your move to Australia a lot smoother if you
open an Australian bank account prior to leaving the UK.



You can set up an account from the UK with the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Westpac or the National
Australia bank. Your new bank will assist you with all your
banking needs, including transferring money, managing
foreign currency, credit cards and home loans.

Schools

It is compulsory for children in Australia to attend school
between the ages of five and fifteen and there a diverse
range of schooling options for parents to choose from
including government schools, private schools, religious
schools, boarding schools and alternative philosophy
schools. Both co-educational and single sex schools are
available.

After the compulsory education is completed, students 
are encouraged to continue studying to complete the 
Senior Secondary Certificate of Education in Year 12, which
enables them to go on to university or attend a vocational
training course. Alternatively students can study vocational
skills in year 12, to provide them with a trade to earn their
living from.

Australian schools are of very high standard, and are keen 
to welcome immigrants. Students receive an interesting,
varied curriculum with excellent sporting, recreational and
artistic activities provided alongside academic lessons.

Healthcare

Most migrants to Australia who hold either a permanent
visa or citizenship are eligible to join Medicare - Australia's
public health scheme. This entitles them to receive
healthcare in public hospitals, subsidised medicines and 
out of hospital care.

Things that are not covered by Medicare include ambulance
transportation, dental care, optometry and private
treatments.

To apply for membership, take your passport and travel
documents to one of the many Medicare offices that are
situated throughout the country. Membership can be
applied for 7-10 days after you arrive.

It is also possible to take out private health care.

Moving Your Pet

It is possible to take your much-loved dog, cat or horse with
you when you move to Australia, providing that they are fit
and healthy enough to endure the long journey and the
thirty days quarantine.

Other pet animals such as chinchillas, fish, ferrets, guinea
pigs, hamsters, rabbits, birds, lizards, mice, snakes, spiders
and turtles may not be imported.

In order to import a cat or dog, you must apply for an AQIS
import permit via the Live Animal Imports Program. Your
application will be assessed and providing your animal
meets the requirements, a permit will be granted.

The cost to import your animal can be significant. You will
need to budget for vet's fees to pay for vaccinations and
blood tests, import permit costs, quarantine costs, licensing
and registration in Australia. In addition to this there are 
the airfare costs to transport the animal, and pet insurance.
You may also wish to employ a specialist company to
manage the process for you.

Australian Customs Information

International removals to Australia and other overseas are
more complicated than moving house within the UK due 
to the Customs & Excise regulations applied to importing
your belongings.

Overleaf is a guide to current Australian Customs & Excise
regulations. Please note that information is correct at time
of publishing but may change at any time. Hamiltons
Australian removals department will guide you through all
relevant Customs & Excise regulations prior to your
overseas move.

When your container or part load arrives, you either need
to be in the country yourself or nominate a third party to
clear your effects. If someone does this on your behalf you
may incur additional charges and you must arrive in
Australia within six months of shipment arriving.

You will not be charged duty on goods providing that they
have been owned and used abroad for at least twelve
months prior to them being transported to Australia.

Any new items that have been bought within twelve
months of importation must be declared to Australian
customs. Duty and goods & services tax will  be charged 
on new items.
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• Household and personal effects are subject to physical 
examination by the Australian Quarantine Inspection 
Service (AQIS). It is strongly advised that all items that 
have come into contact with soil and vegetation 
- e.g. bikes, garden furniture and equipment, golf clubs 
etc are thoroughly cleaned prior to packing to minimise 
extra cleaning costs

• Fridges and freezers containing CFC refrigerants will be 
allowed entry when imported as part of a household 
move by a first time immigrant or a returning 
Australian who originally purchased the item in 
Australia

• You are allowed to import alcohol. This will be subject 
to customs duty and goods & service tax.

To clear your goods through customs we will require 
the following:

• A completed Australian customs form (B534)

• Photocopy of passport, photo page

• Copy of visa

• Inventory list (this will be completed by our removal 
crew).

Restrictions

• Please do not pack any food items within the shipment

• Untreated wooden items, skins, feathers 

• Furs and tusks from endangered species are all 
prohibited.

Prior authorisation required

• You must obtain prior import approval for all motor 
vehicles - including: cars, motorbikes, motorised 
caravans, sit-on lawn-mowers and quad bikes). All 
motor vehicles are subject to duty and Goods & 
Services tax which is calculated on the value and age of 
the vehicle

• Boats, non-motorised caravans, trailers can be imported 
duty and GST free however a vehicle import approval 
must still be sought prior to entry

• Once imported, changes to the vehicle may be required 
to make it compliant with Australian safety standards

• Any vehicle that is shipped without prior approval from 
the Australian authorities is liable for re-export or 
destruction and a possible fine

• All motor vehicles must have their chassis and wheels 
steam cleaned prior to transporting

• Vehicles should only be shipped with a minimal 
amount of fuel in the tank.

Below is a list of documentation required to import
motor vehicles:

• Australian customs form (B357)

• Vehicle registration form (V5)

• Sales or purchase invoice

• Service Record

• Import approval.

Firearms also require prior authorisation from the police
department of the relevant state before shipping.
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